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TEXT:  2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1 
THEME:  WHAT IS SEEN IS TEMPORARY; UNSEEN IS ETERNAL 
 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  17 For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  18 So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.  5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by 
human hands.  (2 Cor 4:16-5:1) NIV84 
 
Dear Friends of Our Dear Departed Sister, Ella: 
 
Like many people her age, 96 years, Ella often said she had no idea she would live as long 
as she did on this earth.  And like many Christians her age, Ella was looking forward to 
going home to heaven.  Last Thursday, our gracious Lord answered her prayer and took 
her home to heaven.   
 
Outwardly, she had wasted away.  After several falls in her home, she could no longer 
live by herself.  Her body no longer did what she wanted and needed it to do.  She did not 
want to leave her home, the house she had lived in her entire earthly life, but she had to.   
 
Yet inwardly, she was renewed, week after week, day after day, as she heard God’s Word 
and received the Lord’s Supper in worship services right here at church.  She very much 
appreciated her friend, Rocky, getting her to and from church each week.  Why was getting 
to church so important to her?  She loved her Savior Jesus and needed to know that her 
sins were forgiven because of his perfect life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection for 
her and all people.  She wanted to be reassured that heaven is her home, as we sang in 
the hymn Ella chose for this service.   
 
I suppose some may look at Ella’s earthly life and feel sorry for her.  It doesn’t seem to 
have been very exciting or fulfilling.  She lived in the same house her entire life.  She never 
married and lived much of her life with her widowed mother and single sister.  Ella never 
worked outside of the home, even though both her mother and sister did.  Ella never owned 
a car, never learned to drive.  I believe the longest trip she ever made was to Kalamazoo to 
visit her sister, Cornelia, who was being treated for an illness there for about a year.   
 
But Ella did not feel sorry for herself.  She enjoyed riding the bus and chatting with other 
regular riders.  She liked getting her hair done and having someone fuss over her a bit.  
She had fond memories of family gatherings and was delighted to share them with anyone 
who would listen.  She had strong opinions, joked about being a stubborn German (but 
really meant that), and made plans, taking care of most of the arrangements for her 
departure from this life.   
 
Any disappointments or troubles in Ella’s life were light and momentary.  They were light 
and momentary in comparison to the glory she is now enjoying with her Savior Jesus.  
That glory is not momentary but eternal.  That glory far outweighs any troubles of the 
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present and makes them feel light by comparison.  In his letter to the Romans, written just 
a few months after he wrote 2 Corinthians, Paul says something similar: “I consider that 
our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 
us” (Romans 8:18). 
 
In the midst of the pressures of this life, we can do no better than to follow Paul’s example, 
as Ella did, and fix our eyes not on what is seen, our light and momentary problems, but 
on what is unseen, the eternal weight of glory.  For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal. 
 
Paul drives this point home with another example from everyday life, an example that 
would have come naturally to Paul, since he was a tent-maker by trade.  It is also fitting for 
us since this past weekend was the last big weekend for camping of the season.  Paul 
wrote, “Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”  Our life 
here on this earth, our earthly existence, is like tenting.  It is only temporary in nature.  One 
day our earthly tent-house will be destroyed.  Paul here is speaking of death, which came 
for Ella last Thursday, and will eventually come for all of us, unless Jesus returns first.  
 
This does not cause Paul—or Ella or we—to falter.  Paul says, “we know…we have a 
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”  Paul, of 
course, did not know this from personal experience; he had not yet left his earthly tent-
house for the eternal house in heaven.  But Paul—and Ella and we—are certain that an 
eternal house in heaven awaits us because that is what God has said.  So true and certain, 
in fact, is this promise of God, that Paul can use a present tense verb, “We HAVE a 
building from God,” even though he has not yet left the tent house of his earthly 
existence.  That is how reliable God’s promises are.  If God says it, God’s children HAVE it. 
 
In the narrow sense, Paul is talking about our earthly bodies—the earthly tent we live in—
and our glorified, resurrected bodies—a building from God.  But Paul is also talking about 
all the glories of the life to come.  The “building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 
not built by human hands” is another way of saying heaven.  Heaven is perfect, with no 
effects of sin.  Our glorified, resurrected bodies will be perfect, with no effects of sin.  We 
can barely begin to imagine this glory, because all we know from experience is life in a 
world cursed because of sin in a body ravaged by the effects of sin.   
 
What joy Paul—and Ella and we—have because we know that the temporary nature of this 
tent-house will be replaced by the eternal glories of heaven.  That hope, that knowledge 
sustained Paul and Ella in their final days on this earth.  May that hope and knowledge 
sustain each of us in our final earthly days.  Amen. 
 


